
 

 
 

 

 

    
  

   
 

                                                                                     

 

 

 

  

3 DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 

4 INTERVIEW  OF THE MONTH 

 

https://cgifrankfurt.gov.in/ 

 

COMMERCIAL OUTREACH 6 

1 FROM THE DESK OF CONSUL GENERAL 

2 DEVELOPMENTS IN GERMANY 

Please click on the topic to read more 

  FROM THE DESK OF CONSUL GENERAL 

 
Dear friends, 
 

It is my pleasure to present the latest edition of the 
Commercial Newsletter of Consulate General of India, 
Frankfurt, covering important developments in India and 
Germany. 
 
 Federal Chancellor H.E. Mr. Olaf Scholz received the 
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India Mr. Narendra Modi for 6th 
India-Germany Inter-Governmental Consultations (IGC). 
Both the leaders held detailed discussions on various 
regional and global issues. They also signed Joint 
Declaration of Intent (JDI) establishing the Green and 
Sustainable Development Partnership. During the Business 
Round table with Chancellor Scholz, Prime Minister Mr. 
Modi invited German business leaders for participation in 
India's Atmanirbhar Bharat campaign. In yet another 
encouraging step towards well established e-commerce 
market, the Government of India launched the Indian 
Business Portal - An International Trade Hub for Indian 
Exporters and Foreign Buyers. 
 
  The newsletter also includes an interview with Mr. 
Kai Lorenz Wittrock, Managing Director, 
Wirtschaftsförderung Region Kassel GmbH. Mr. Wittrock 
has shared his experience with the Indian companies and 
various avenues for boosting the Indo-German 
collaborations in a strategically located Kassel region. 
 

As part of the ongoing Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav 
celebrations, our guest in the series ‘Indian Achievers’ is Dr. 
Binu Daniel, Professor, CBS International Business School. 
Dr. Daniel  has shared his thoughts on untapped potential 
for Indo-German collaboration in Education sector and 
strong people to people connect.  
 

Kindly send your feedback to us via email on 
com1.frankfurt@mea.gov.in. Your suggestions and ideas 
would help us making the newsletter more useful and 
interactive.  

Yours sincerely 
Amit Telang 
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  DEVELOPMENTS IN GERMANY  2 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi Co-Chairs the Plenary session of the 6th India-
Germany Inter-Governmental Consultations 
 

  
 
 

 
 
Participating ministers and officials from both sides presented brief reports on their meetings on 

the different tracks of the IGC: 

• Foreign Affairs and Security. 

• Economic, Financial Policy, Scientific and Social Exchange. 

• Climate, Environment, Sustainable Development and Energy. 
 

The Plenary session concluded with the signing by Prime Minister and Chancellor Scholz of the 
Joint Declaration of Intent (JDI) establishing the Green and Sustainable Development Partnership. This 
Partnership envisages a whole-of-government approach to India-Germany cooperation on SDGs and 
climate action, under which Germany has agreed to make an advance commitment of 10 billion Euros 
of new and additional development assistance until 2030.  
 
For the Joint Statement, please click here. After the ministerial bilateral meetings, a number of  
agreements were concluded. Agreements list 

       
 
 
 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi co-
chaired with H.E. Mr Olaf Scholz, Chancellor of 
the Federal Republic of Germany, the Plenary 
session of the India-Germany Inter-
Governmental Consultations (IGC). 

 
In their opening remarks, both leaders 

highlighted key aspects of the bilateral 
relationship as well as shared perspectives on 
regional and global issues. Prime Minister 
emphasized that India-Germany partnership 
could serve as an example of success in a 
complex world. He also invited German 
participation in India's Atmanirbhar Bharat 
campaign. 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi with H.E. Mr. Olaf 
Scholz, Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany 

https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/35251
https://www.mea.gov.in/bilateral-documents.htm?dtl/35253
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2.2 DEVELOPMENTS IN GERMANY  

Inflation in the euro area crosses the 8% mark 

Euro area annual inflation is expected to be 8.1% in May 2022, up from 7.4% in April according 
to a flash estimate from Eurostat, the statistical office of the European Union. 

German inflation (harmonized to be comparable with other EU nations) is estimated to be 
around an annual 8.7% in May 2022, significantly high compared to the analysts’ expectations of 8%. 
It is a very steep increase from the 7.8% inflation of April 2022. 

Source : https://www.cnbc.com/ 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mahindra signs a partnering agreement with Volkswagen 

                                                            

 Volkswagen AG and Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd signed a partnership agreement for MEB 
electric components. They are exploring the use of MEB electric components for Mahindra’s new 
“Born Electric Platform”. During the announcement of the partnership agreement, Mahindra shared 
that it intends to equip its “Born Electric Platform” with MEB electric components such as electric 
motors, battery system components and battery cells.  
 

In the press release, it was stated that the shared objective of the two companies is to 
electrify the Indian automotive market, one of the most important automotive growth markets and 
a key element in the global decarbonisation of the mobility sector. 

 
Source : https://www.volkswagenag.com/en/news 

 

 

 

Inflation Germany sees huge foreign investments in 2021 

There was an increase of 7% in the foreign investment projects in Germany as per the FDI 
Report 2021 presented by Germany Trade & Invest (GTAI). According to this, a total of 1806 
companies settled in Germany or expanded their locations last year. In 2020 there were 1684 and in 
2019, the last year before the corona pandemic, 1851 foreign investment projects. The most 
important countries of origin are, in descending order, the USA, Switzerland, China, Great Britain, the 
Netherlands and France. 

Source : https://www.gtai.de/ 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 3 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addresses inaugural session of fourth edition of 
the International Conference on Disaster Resilient Infrastructure 

 
 

  
 
 
 

Prime Minister Modi, in his address, reminded the gathering that the solemn promise of the 
Sustainable Development Goals is to leave no one behind. “That is why, we remain committed to 
meeting the needs of the poorest and the most vulnerable by building the next generation 
infrastructure to realize their aspirations”, he said.  The Prime Minister said that infrastructure is 
about people and providing them high quality, dependable, and sustainable services in an equitable 
manner. “People must be at the heart of any infrastructure growth story. And, that is exactly what 
we in India are doing”, he said. 

 
As India is scaling-up the provision of fundamental services in India in the areas of education, 

health, drinking water, sanitation, electricity, transport and much more, said the Prime Minister, 
“We are also tackling climate change in a very direct way. That is why, at COP-26 we have committed 
to attain 'Net Zero' by 2070, in parallel with our developmental efforts.” 

 
The Prime Minister talked about the importance of infrastructure in unleashing the human 

potential and said that damage to infrastructure leads to lasting damage for generations. In the 
context, the Prime Minister asked “with modern technology and knowledge at our disposal, can we 
create resilient infrastructure that is built to last?”. He mentioned the initiative on 'Infrastructure 
for Resilient Island States' that was launched at COP-26 and CDRI's work on Resilient Airports 
studying 150 airports around the world. The 'Global Assessment of Disaster Resilience of 
Infrastructure Systems' that is being led by CDRI will help create global knowledge that would be 
immensely valuable, Shri Modi informed. 

 
The Prime Minister said that in order to make our future resilient we have to work towards 

a 'Resilient Infrastructure Transition'. Resilient infrastructure can also be the centrepiece of our 
wider adaptation efforts. “If we make infrastructure resilient, we prevent disasters not only for 
ourselves but for many future generations”, he added. 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
delivering the inaugural address 

Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi addressed 
the inaugural session of the fourth edition of the 
International Conference on Disaster Resilient 
Infrastructure via a video message.  The session was also 
addressed by the Hon. Scott Morrison MP, Prime 
Minister of Australia, H.E. Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-
Addo, President of Ghana, Hon. Fumio Kishida, Prime 
Minister of Japan and  H..E. Andry Nirina Rajoelina, 
President of Madagascar. 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 3.2 

The Government of India launches Indian Business Portal - e-commerce marketplace 
 

 
 
 

 
Union Minister of State for Commerce & Industry Smt. Anupriya Patel launched the Indian 

Business Portal - An International Trade Hub for Indian Exporters and Foreign Buyers. FIEO in 
partnership with GlobalLinker, has designed and developed the “Indian Business Portal”, an 
International Trade Hub for Indian Exporters and Foreign Buyers. This is a B2B digital marketplace to 
empower SME exporters, artisans and farmers to identify new markets for their products and grow 
their sales globally. 
 
 Smt. Patel said  that Indian Business Portal will be a big encouragement to Indian Startups, SMEs, 
Artisans & Farmers (GI Products), and Service providers to take their first step toward the exports. Smt  
Patel  also mentioned that this is the most opportune time for the young entrepreneurs to get into 
business and exports. She further mentioned that this initiative has come at very appropriate time as 
currently Indian exports are witnessing robust growth. India’s overall exports (i.e. Services and 
Merchandise) touched USD 676.2 Billion in financial year 2021-2022 as both Services and Merchandise 
hit record high exports in financial year 2021-2022. India’s overall exports were USD 526.6 Billion and 
USD 497.9 Billion in 2019-20 and 2020-21 respectively. 
 
 Shri Santosh Kumar Sarangi, Director General of Foreign Trade, Govt. of India said tech-enabled 
governance will play a key role in determining India’s growth and competitiveness. The government is 
focused on paperless, automated processing systems, simple procedures for trade players, online data 
exchange between departments, digital payments & acknowledgements. 

Union Minister of State for Commerce & Industry Smt. Anupriya Patel 
launching the Indian Business Portal 
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Mr. Kai Lorenz Wittrock, Managing Director, Wirtschaftsförderung Region Kassel GmbH 
 

 

   

 

 

Interview 

1)  What services does Wirtschaftsförderung Region Kassel GmbH offer  the companies 

interested in investing in the region? 

Wirtschaftsförderung Region Kassel GmbH is the point of contact for companies located in the 
region and for investors from Germany and abroad on location-related issues. The main focus of its 
activity is on investment, the provision of services and strengthening the region's attractiveness as a 
business location. In addition, the day-to-day business is characterised above all by the initiation and 
organisation of company networks which, in addition to the mutual exchange of specialist information, 
also have the aim of developing cooperative projects. Wirtschaftsförderung Region Kassel GmbH is the 
active interface between companies, municipalities, offices, universities, vocational training and other 
institutions. As a public-private partnership, it has an inter-municipal structure and is active nationally 
and internationally as well. 

2)  What are the economic strengths of the region under Wirtschaftsförderung Region Kassel 

GmbH ? Are there any sectors/industries which you are currently focusing upon? 

The economic region of Kassel is rich in innovative and globally active companies. Volkswagen AG, 
for example, operates the Group's second-largest plant and its largest logistics centre in Baunatal with 
more than 16,000 employees. The second largest company is SMA Solar Technology AG, the pioneer in 
the production of photovoltaic inverters, followed by Daimler AG, which produces axles for the world 
market at the Kassel Mercedes Benz plant. Production plants of the companies Alstom, Hübner, 
KraussMaffei Wegmann, Rheinmetall and AKG are also characteristic of the region's special competence 
in the mobility industry. Other nationally known companies, such as Wintershall DEA GmbH and K+S 
Aktiengesellschaft, have their central location in Kassel. 

 

4 INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 

Mr. Kai Lorenz Wittrock joined Wirtschaftsförderung 
Region Kassel GmbH in 2003 after initial professional positions 
in the USA and Frankfurt / Main. In 2009 he was assigned to the 
position of Deputy Managing Director there. Since 2012 he is 
Managing Director of Wirtschaftsförderung Region Kassel 
GmbH and since 2014 he is also Managing Director of GVZ 
Projektgesellschaft mbH - the container terminal in Kassel. In 
2003, the Hesse-China Network was founded as a project of 
Wirtschaftsförderung Region Kassel GmbH. Kai Lorenz Wittrock 
is active there as Executive Vice President.  

 
Mr. Wittrock was born in Kassel in 1973. As a graduated 

geographist with a degree in business administration, he 
studied at the University of Göttingen and completed the 
International Business Administration Course with an MBA at 
the University of Kassel parallel to his job. He is married and has 
2 children. 

 
 

Mr. Kai Lorenz Wittrock, Managing Director, 
Wirtschaftsförderung Region Kassel GmbH 
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 However, 70 % of the region's employees subject to social insurance contributions now work in 
the service sector. The OTTO Group and the teleshopping market leader QVC are particularly noteworthy 
in this respect, having established important communication centres in Kassel in the recent years. 
Companies from the logistics and wholesale sectors have also expanded. In addition, numerous 
innovative start-ups, university spin-offs and renowned networks in which companies and institutions 
can exchange ideas and information are consolidating Kassel's status as a technology- and innovation 
location. The investments made in the recent years in the FiDT Technology and Start-up Centre and in 
the Science Park, which is located directly on the university campus, with corresponding support services 
for newly established companies, have made a considerable contribution to the success of this area.   

With more than 25,000 students, Kassel is also one of the most important university cities in 
Germany today. Especially the cooperation between economy and science has a long tradition in Kassel, 
numerous research institutions like the IEE Institute of the FraunhoferGesellschaft are evidence of this. 

3) What has your experience been so far with the Indian companies? 

With the Network Hesse-China, we have already made 22 business trips to China and also got to 
know the national markets of Moldova, Iran and Romania through market-scouting trips. So far, we have 
not been to India as a Business Development Agency. However, during the planning of the visit of Consul 
General  Dr. Telang in Kassel in March of this year we discovered that many regional companies have 
been pursuing economic relations with India for many years and have distribution, production or 
subsidiary company structures there. 

4) What could be the potential areas in which India and Germany could collaborate in the 
future? Are there any specific sectors that should be focused upon? 

As the Economic Development Agency, we follow the market adjustments that companies are 
experiencing in our region. We accompany and advise the companies and offer events for this purpose 
Current topics for us are the industrial transformation – for Kassel especially in the automotive industry 
and the topic of Smart City.  

The economic region of Kassel is already a location with considerable innovative power and 
strong economic development. As a centre of science, Kassel promotes and facilitates research and 
development, thereby securing the jobs of the future. Digital technologies and open data also open up 
new business models, also with focus on the public interest and sustainability. The City of Kassel intends 
to expand this potential with the "Smart Kassel" Project. 

Already in mid-2019, the City of Kassel, together with Wirtschaftsförderung Region Kassel GmbH 
and the Fraunhofer Institut für Energiewirtschaft und Energiesystemtechnik, matched players from the 
(social) economy, science and administration in the so-called "Smart Kassel Council" and jointly defined 
three major digitization clusters:Life & Living, Energy & Environment as well as Mobility 

The City of Kassel and Wirtschaftsförderung Region Kassel GmbH have worked on this and, 
together with the Scientific Centre for Information Technology Design (ITeG) at the University of Kassel, 
successfully made an application for the funding programme "Smart Cities Model Projects: Urban 
Development and Digitisation" - tendered by the Federal Ministry of the Interior, for Construction and 
Home Affairs. As of September 2020, "Smart Kassel - shaping the future together for the best home" is 
one of the model projects. As you can see, there is still a considerable amount of work to be done in the 
future and the fields of possible cooperation are large. 

4.2 INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 
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INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 
  

Dr. Binu Daniel, Academic Programme Manager, Professorship of General Management, 
CBS International Business School 
 

  
   
 

Interview 

1) Could you please tell us about CBS and the courses it offers? 

CBS International Business School is a state-accredited and private university of applied science in 
Germany with excellent international reputation and headquarters in the city of Cologne, the fourth largest 
city in Germany and the largest city of the Land (state) of North Rhine–Westphalia. One of the key inland 
ports of Europe, it is the historic, cultural, and economic capital of the Rhineland.  

CBS offers undergraduate and graduate full-time, part-time academic courses as well as dual tracks 
for students in co-operation with the private sector. CBS has close partnerships with small and medium 
enterprises as well as industrial companies in Germany. Eminent professors and academic think-tanks are 
working in both academic and research areas and provide a strong professional background in the relevant 
business, industry and technology areas. Thus, the major highlight of the university is its wide recognition in 
the corporate sphere including well-known multinational companies in Germany and abroad. 

CBS offers Courses such as 
Finance & Management (B.Sc.), Business Psychology (B.Sc.), International Business (B.A.) and 

Graduate courses like, International Business - IB (M.A.), IB - Marketing Management (M.A.), Business 
Psychology Management (M.Sc.), Digital Marketing (M.A.), Digital Transformation Management (M.A.), 
Financial Management (M.A.), Global Finance (M.Sc.), Global Supply Chain Management (M.Sc.), , HRM & 
Leadership (M.A.), IB - Entrepreneurship (M.A.), Strategic Management & Consulting (M.Sc.) and Master in 
Business Administration full time and fast track basis. 

 

What is special for CBS compared to other business schools is its enhanced competence and portfolio 
of specific courses in technology areas by combining management and engineering such as Business 
Informatics and Business Engineering. Moreover, CBS International Business School with its broad network 
of international partner universities worldwide offers Double Degree Bachelor and Master courses. 

 

5 INDIAN ACHIEVERS IN GERMANY 
 

Dr. Binu Daniel works as a professor in the Department of Finance and 
Economics. He joined the CBS International Business School, Cologne 
backed by 16-long-years of industry experience with a strong philosophy 
of teaching and knowledge of many management and finance subjects. 
He is committed to helping university students to develop their full 
potential in their studies. 
 
He is currently working as the academic programme manager and 
professor of General Management at CBS International Business School, 
Cologne – at Campus Aachen. 

Dr. Binu Daniel, Professor, CBS 
International Business School 
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2)  What could be the potential areas the Indo-German collaboration in the education sector for? 

As Germany is well known for academic excellence, there are numerous chances for academic 
exchange programmes between Indian universities and CBS. Moreover, CBS is open for partnerships in the 
field of practise-oriented study programs with updated curriculum in the technology and management 
sphere and to link German and Indian companies with academia. 

 

CBS International Business School is already playing an important role in this regard in Germany. 

3) What would you advice Indian students studying and planning to study in Germany? 

 There is a tangible radical change in the higher education sector during the last 10 years in 
Germany. Worldwide recognition of German Universities in the recent past is the best example especially 
in the management and engineering field.  

 

CBS International Business School is the best example in the higher education sector providing 
quality higher education over the last few decades with a strong record of labour-market relevance. The 
graduates who pass out of CBS work in key positions in Germany and all around the globe. 

 

4) What are the future plans of CBS for India and Indian students? 

CBS International Business school is determined to provide quality and labour-market relevant 
higher education to create professionals, entrepreneurs and leaders to work with organizations and 
partner with people for equitable socio-economic development, taking into account the latest trends in 
management and technology. Our core focus is on the active learning and the young minds should be 
moulded and encouraged to imbibe the ethos of value-based management and research. 

 

CBS intends to offer its study programs to more Indian students in Germany as well as in India in 
the future although a respectable number of Indian students already study at our seven campuses across 
Germany. With our strong focus on labour-market relevant higher education, we also strive for fostering 
the links between the academia, students as well as the economy in Germany and India. We are convinced 
that this the best way to maintain the highest level of higher education and thus for the professional and 
personal development of our students. 

 

5.2 INDIAN ACHIEVERS IN GERMANY 
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Glimpses from Chemspec Europe 2022 
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MR. LALIT WAGHMARE AND MR. PRASANT KAMAT 
FROM DATTA MEGHE INSITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES 
VISITED THE CONSULATE AND MEET MR. RAM SINGH 
CHAUHAN, CONSUL CULTURE. THE POST FACILITATED 

Meeting between Mr. Lalit Waghmare and Mr. Prasant Kamat 
from Datta Meghe Institute of Medical Sciences and Mr. 

Joaquim da Silva, representative of BVMW RLP 

Team Commerce and representatives from CLE  interacting with 
the Indian exhibitors in the India Leathers Day trade fair 

Consul Mr. Ram Kumar addressing the Investors Meet 
on occasion of a delegation from Tamil Nadu 

government visiting Frankfurt 

Team Commerce with Indian exhibitors at the Tire Cologne 
trade fair 

COMMERCIAL OUTREACH 6.2 
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MEETINGS WITH MR. JOAQUIM DA SILVA FROM BVMW 
RLP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

   

 

 

 

                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

                

           

 

                                                                                      

 

THANK YOU 


